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From the President
One more month and Christmas will
be almost upon us before we know it!
It’s that time of year when the weather
becomes hot and humid and the airconditioned areas seem to be the best
place to be. Travelling around becomes trickier as the wet season is just
around the corner….so why not sit in
your garden or visit local places with
your camera early morning or evening?

mother in the hope it would go back in
the ﬂimsy nest of its own accord.
Unfortunately, it was content to stay
in the net so the trusty ladder was
brought out. While Hugh climbed up,
we held the contraption in place. He
managed to get the chick out and
place it on the same branch as the
nest. It was then up to the chick to
walk 50cm to the nest. An hour later I
drove over to check and all was well!
Next morning, armed with my camera,
Recently I have become quite ob- the chick was back in the nest with its
sessed with watching the growth of sibling! A job well done!
twin frogmouths that live close by.
From discovering the nest, catching As a club, we were able to get togethsight of small white balls of ﬂuﬀ and er to have our workshop minus masks!
getting excited that there were two of It was interesting to watch videos on
them encourages me to go there most abstract photography, as it’s an updays to take a photo or two of them coming theme, and to view some of
and to check on their progress.
the many amazing photographs from
the 8th Queensland International
Sunday evening all was well in the Digital Circuit 2021.
nest, but Monday morning I got a message from our neighbours saying that The regular ACDSee tutorial conductone of the twins had been found on ed by Cecily, as always, was informathe ground. They placed it in the fork tive. I even used some of this
of the tree then contacted me. Tony knowledge when editing recent
and I went over to check it out, then photos!
contacted Tony’s friend Hugh to see
what could be done.
Good to see some photos on our Facebook page, but there is room for
With a contraption consisting of bam- more…. That’s it from me. Great to
boo sticks wired together, with a half ﬁnally get some rain after all this
net at the end, we proceeded to raise humidity!
it with the chick in the net close to the Karen Grice (President)
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Members Facebook Page
The Townsville Photography Club have a Facebook page for members to share their images. This is just a
few of the images posted by members over the past month.
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Members Facebook Page (continued)
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Members Facebook Page (continued)
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Tips for Shotting Birds in Flight !!
Tips for Shoo ng Birds in Flight

Study your subject

When you think about wildlife photography in Townsville, one species tends to
come to most people’s mind. Birds! With
some great loca ons & a number of wetlands, bird photography is certainly a great
hobby to get in to. As you start out with
bird photography you quickly learn that
one of the hardest aspects is capturing
birds in ﬂight. So today we are going to
look at some handy ps on how you can
get started.

No ma&er how much planning you do in
regard to your background & ligh ng, if
you haven’t picked a loca on that birds
come to, then you aren’t going to get any
shots! Take the me to go out to the locaon you are thinking of. Watch what the
birds do, where they take oﬀ from, where
they land. It doesn’t guarantee that they
are going to do the same thing tomorrow,
but over me you get a much be&er understanding of where they will be.

Firstly, you must have a fast shu&er speed
to get a sharp photo, therefore no ma&er
what I never let the shu&er speed go below 1/1000 for birds in ﬂight. I will do
whatever I need to with my aperture and
ISO to ensure that can be achieved.
Second, when possible I want to have a
wider depth of ﬁeld to make it easier for
my camera to focus. I tend to start with my
aperture around f/8 and adjust from there
depending on the ligh ng. Although a wider depth of ﬁeld is nice, I don’t want the
image to become too grainy by pushing up
the ISO.

Ge ng the Right Equipment for the
Lastly, we consider the ISO. Generally I run
Job
Once you know the loca on that you want
to shoot, now you have to make sure you
are packing the right gear for the job.
The most important part is going to be the
lens that you select. At a minimum you
want a 300mm lens, but ideally you will
Selec ng the Right Loca on
want something more in the 500-600mm+
Before you can a&empt shoo ng birds in range. (full frame equivalent mm). Essenﬂight, you ﬁrst need to ﬁnd the birds. The ally the more zoom you can get, the easibest bet for a lot of species is ﬁnding a er your life becomes.
body of water. This me of year, there are
a lot of seasonal wetlands that support an The second most important thing is your
abundance of life, but the area with the tripod or monopod. This one comes a bit
more down to personal preference, but if
most birds isn’t necessarily the best.
There is a few addi onal things that you you struggle to hold your big zoom lens
should be on the lookout for when hun ng then these are a must! There are a big
range of op ons but for larger lenses you
for a good spot.
will want to pick yourself up a ‘gimbal’
What is your background going to head. These making tracking the birds as
they move through the sky a whole lot
look like?
easier.
You need to be mindful of what is going
on behind where you think the birds will
be ﬂying. Having a clean, contrasted background ensures that the birds are the main
focus of the image; as well as makes it
easier for your camera to lock on it’s focus.

Ready to Photograph Birds in Flight
This ar cle barely scratches the surface of
everything there is to know, but it should
arm you with enough to get out there and
give it a crack. You can read all the photography ar cles in the world, but the best
way to learn is to get out there and do it!
As always, if you have any ques ons about
anything in the ar cle, or need a hand
picking out the right gear for your photography endeavours, feel free to pop into the
store and have a chat.
Happy shoo ng!

Julian
Garricks Camera House
Domain Central
Ph: 4725 4711

What is the ligh ng going to look
like?
The ideal me to shoot wildlife are during
the golden hours (near sunrise and sunset)
each day. When scoping out a desired locaon it is important to factor in where the
sun is going to be at diﬀerent mes of the
day. Are there big trees that are going to
cut out the a.ernoon sun? Are you going
to be shoo ng into, or away from the sun?
etc

my ISO in auto with a upper limit that I am
comfortable with the grain. This allows the
camera some ﬂexibility in helping you get
your desired shu&er speed & aperture, but
prevents the ISO going too high and making it grainy. The actual value that you
chose is going to come down to your speciﬁc camera & your level of tolerance, but
on a full frame unit I tend to cap it between 6400-12800. There are a lot of great
programs out there now days that can
remove the majority of the ISO grain.

Basic Se ngs
Depending on the me of day, how fast
the bird travels, and a range of other variables, there is never a perfect exposure
se>ng you can plug into your camera.
Whenever I’m doing bird photography, I
like to think of my se>ngs in term of most
important to least.

julian.forsyth@camerahouse.com.au
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Competition Results
The feedback and scores for ‘Metal” as well
as the ‘Open’ competition are always
welcomed by our Members.
Congratulations to all who received an
Honour, Merit, Highly Commended or
Acceptance.

Metal — AB Grade
Image of the Month - Bob Hinds
Honour 9 - Bob, Phensri, Kaye
Honour 8.5 - Erin…..8 - Ina, Gaye, Trevor, Sue,
Annette, Ray
Merit 7.5 - Phensri, Erin, Sue….7 – Annette,

Metal – A Grade

Sharryl, Ina, Gaye

Image of the Month – Cecily Jones

Highly Commended - Sharryl, Dawn, Kaye

Honour 9 - Cecily, Cassie

Acceptance - Trevor, Ray, Dawn

Honour 8 - Elsbeth, Garry, Patricia, Karen
Merit – Cecily, Karen, Garry, Elsbeth, Cassie
Highly Commended – Patricia, Lyn
Acceptance - Toni x2, Larry x2, Lyn

Metal Rusting Away — Bob Hinds
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Competition Results
(Continued)

Open – AB Grade
Image of the Month – Bob Hinds
Honour 9 - Bob
Honour 8.5 - Erin, Dawn…..8 - Annette x2,
Phensri, Sharryl, Trevor, Gaye
Merit 7.5 – Sharryl, Kaye…..7 - Ina, Trevor
Highly Commended – Ray, Sue, Erin, Dawn, Bob
Acceptance - Phensri, Gaye, Ray, Kaye, Sue

Open – A Grade
Image of the Month – Cassie McMahon
Honour 9 - Cassie
Honour 8.5 - Elsbeth, Karen.…..8 - Garry,
Elsbeth, Cassie
Merit 7.5 - Cecily x2…..7 - Lyn, Garry
Highly Commended - Larry x2, Karen, Lyn

Collecting Ingredients — Cassie McMahon
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Hard to believe we were taking these Light Painting
Photos 12 months ago.
Our last Workshop consisted of part of the evening viewing Photos from the 8th Queensland International Digital Circuit—2021 and the other part looking at tutorials
on the taking of abstract photos.
We had a good turn up of members and I am sure that
after the viewing of the 8th Queensland International
photos, some will be inspired to greater eﬀorts in their
photography in the future.
Remember that it will be our Christmas Breakup at the
December meeting so keep this date free.
Keep smiling, Lyn.

PRINT OF THE MONTH
Theme — Open
Beau ful Lily — Cecily Jones

Competition Closing Dates
January

Send 2 Black &
White

2022
Send 2 Open
February

Send 2 Colour Red

2022

Send 2 Open

March

Send 2 Abstract

2022

Send 2 Open

April

Send 2 Looking
Through

2022
Send 2 Open

In by 13th
December
In by 10th
January

In by 14th
February
In by 14th
March

Bring Print
Flora
Bring Print
Open
Bring Print

By 20th
December
By 17th
January
By 21st

Glass in any
form

February

Bring Print

By 21st

Open

March

Remember – Some themes may have guidelines …. check on the website

Email Digital entries to – contest@tpcinc.org.au

